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ANNUAL  REFORT 


OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


Dalton-in-Furness  Urban  District,  1913. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Dalton-in-Fur?iess  Urba7i 

District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  the  duties  imposed  upon  me  by  the  Public 
Health  Act,  I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  following  report  for  the 
year  1913.  This  report,  like  its  predecessors,  is  a record  of  the  work 
carried  out  by  me,  and  under  my  supervision,  during  the  year,  and 
relates  to  the  conditions  affecting  the  Public  Health  in  your  district. 
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INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. — -I  have  every  confidence  in 
saying  that  the  district  is  kept  under  the  most  careful  super- 
vision ; not  only  are  special  inspections  made  when  required 
by  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease  or  the  complaint  of  the 
existence  of  insanitary  conditions,  but  a regular  system  of 
inspection  is  carried  out. 

SANITARY  CONDITION  AND  PROGRESS— WA  FER  SUPPLY. 
In  almost  every  succeeding  annual  report,  since  the  year  1892, 
I have  been  obliged  to  speak  of  the  complaints  which  have 
arisen  from  various  parts  of  the  district  of  the  unsatisfactory 
condition  of  the  water  supply,  and  more  especially  have  these 
complaints  emanated  from  the  Askam  and  Ireleth  Areas  of  the 
District.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  Summer,  these  complaints 
culminated  in  a petition  from  the  inhabitants  of  Askam 
and  Ireleth  to  the  Barrow  Corporation,  who  are  the 
undertakers — a copy  of  that  petition  being  sent  to  me. 
It  was  not  contended  by  the  Petitioners  that  the  impurity 
arose  from  dissolved  organic  matter,  but  that  the  water  was  so 
heavily  charged  with  suspended  impurities  as  to  be  unfit  for 
consumption. 

I reported  the  matter  to  the  Health  Committee  and  was 
instructed  to  make  an  inspection  of  the  water  supplies  to  the 
district  generally,  and  this  I did  in  company  with  your 
Surveyor  and  Inspector,  and  perhaps  it  would  be  well  to 
produce  the  report  verbatim  which  was  the  result  of  this 
inspection. 

To  the  Health  Committee. 

Ulverston, 

29th  September,  1913. 

Gentlemen, 

On  the  26th  inst.,  according  to  instructions  received 
from  the  Health  Committee,  your  Surveyor,  Inspector,  and 
myself,  visited  and  inspected  the  various  sources  of  water 
supply  to  your  district.  We  first  inspected  the  service 
reservoir  at  Hoghouse  Brow,  and  we  found  the  surroundings 
of  this  very  neatly  kept  and  in  every  way  quite  satisfactory  ; 
the  great  objection  to  this  reservoir,  however,  is  the  diminished 
pressure  from  loss  of  head,  wTich  its  use  entails,  neither 
is  any  provision  made  for  its  emptying  and  cleansing.  It  is 
difficult  to  see  why  the  Barrow  Corporation  should  consider 
its  continuance  necessary,  but  if  it  is  to  continue,  a bye-pass 
should  be  provided,  so  that  water  could  be  supplied  direct  to 
the  town,  whilst  the  reservoir  is  being  cleaned  out,  and  it 
would  be  well  that  the  reservoir  should  be  covered  in.  We 
next  visited  the  reservoir  at  Powka  Beck,  and  I need  make 
no  remarks  about  this,  except  to  say  that  we  found  it  very 
low  indeed,  as  one  would  expect  after  a prolonged  drought. 
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Fhe  reservoir  and  storage  tank  at  Ireleth  were  then  inspected. 

he  supply  to  Ireleth  and  Askam  was  formerly  provided  by  a 
reseivoir  which  collected  water  from  the  surrounding  father- 
ing ground  and  a storage  tank  with  sand  Filter  at  the  bottom 
1 he  use  of  the  collecting  reservoir  has  been  discontinued  for 
some  time,  and  the  supply  has  been  taken  from  the  storage 
tank,  which  has  received  its  supply  direct  from  the  Powka 
Beck  reservoir;  but  by  some  acccident,  not  explained,  the 
stagnant  water  from  this  disused  reservoir  found  its  wav  into 
the  storage  reservoir,  thus  giving  rise  to  the  impurity  in  the 
supply  which  caused  so  much  complaint.-  The  storage 
reservoir  supplying  Askam  and  Ireleth,  was,  on  analysis, 
found  to  be  impure,  as  was  also  another  sample  drawn  from 
the  tap  at  the  Askam  Council  School,  though  this  was  not  so 
impure  as  the  sample  from  the  reservoir,  the  explanation  of 
this  difference  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  in  leaving  the 
storage  reservoir  the  water  undergoes  a certain  amount  of 
hlteration.  It  is  difficult  to  conceive  why  the  use  of  this 
storage  reservon  at  Ireleth  should  be  continued  any  more  than 
the  one  at  Hoghouse  Brow,  unless  it  be  that  in  many  parts  of 
your  district  the  service  mains  are  so  worn  by  age  as  to  be 
unable  to  \\  ithstand  the  pressure  of  a head  of  water  coming 
direct  from  the  Powka  Beck  reservoir,  but  surely  this  miMit 
be  reduced  by  the  provision  of  break  pressure  valves  alon°-  the 
line  ot  the  mains.  If,  however,  the  use  of  the  reservoirs  is  to 
be  continued,  the  one  at  Hoghouse  Brow  should  be  cleared  of 
all  sand  and  the  bottom  concreted,  and  a bye-pass  should  be 
provided  in  order  that  the  reservoir  mav  be  emptied  for 
regular  cleansing.  The  one  at  Ireleth  should  be  cleared  of  all 
sand,  the  bottom  concreted,  and  the  existing  feeder  which 
derives  its  water,  partly  from  land  under  cultivation,  should  be 
cut  off  and  a bye-pass  provided  in  order  that  the  tank  may  be 
emptied  and  cleansed— only  water  from  the  Powka  Beck 
reservoir  would  then  be  supplied  to  the  villages.  If  this  were 
done,  I cannot  see  but  that  your  district  would  be.  supplied 
with  water  above  suspicion. 


I am,  Gentlemen,  yours  obediently, 

G.  H.  PATTERSON, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

A copy  of  this  report  was  sent  to  the  Gas  and  Water 
Committee  of  the  Barrow  Corporation,  and  I am 
hoping  that  the  outcome  of  the,  resulting,  negotiations  will  be 
some  very  marked  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  water 
supplies  of  the  district. 


In  the  early  part  of  the  year  a new  4 inch  branch 
>vas  laid  from  the  15  inch  main  in  Market  Street,  Dalton,  to 
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connect  with  the  3 inch  main  at  Anticross,  and  the  rest  of  the 
3 inch  main,  throughout  its  length  to  the  village  of  Newton, 
was  machine  scraped,  the  pressure,  as  a consequence,  has  been 
very  materially  increased. 

1 regret  to  say  that  the  cottages  at  Dendron  Road, 
Tvthebarn,  Green  Lanes,  Minnikin  Hall  and  Longlands,  are 
still  without  a satisfactory  water  supply,  but  the  question  is 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Gas  and  Water  Committee  of 
the  Barrow  Corporation,  and  I think  that  before  I issue  my 
next  report  that  some  method  of  supplying  these  dwellings 
mav  have  been  found. 

NEW  STREETS. — The  following  streets  have  been  laid  in  tar 
macadam  : — Back  Hall  Street,  Back  Dale  Terrace,  and  Back 
Ulverston  Road  ; Back  Lancaster  Street  and  Back  Cobden 
Street  (north)  have  been  laid  with  ordinary  macadam. 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. — Much  has  been  said,  from  time  to 
time  as  to  the  incapacity  of  the  main  sewer  inMarket  Street  to 
take  the  increased  amount  of  sewage  necessitated  by  the 
conversion  of  privies  into  W.C’s.  The  question  has  been  made 
the  subject  of  a special  report  to  the  Council  by  the 
Surveyor,  and  it  was  shown  in  that  report  that  the  Market 
Street  sewer  was  capable  of  discharging  80,590  gallons  of 
sewage  in  an  hour,  but  that  the  actual  flow  was  only  20,000 
gallons  per  hour,  thus  showing  that  the  sewer  is  never  running 
more  than  one  fourth  full,  so  that  even  should  the  conversion  of 
privies  into  W.C’s  make  any  appreciable  difference  in  the 
amount  of  sewage  to  be  dealt  with,  we  have  still  an  ample 
margin  for  all  purposes. 

No  doubt  m times  of  sudden  excessive  rainfall,  the 
sewers  in  the  low  lying  parts  of  the  town  are  heavily  charged, 
but  this  is  not  affected  by  the  increased  and  increasing  number 
ot  W .C’s,  and  with  the  disconnection  of  many  surface  water  sew- 
ers from  the  sewage  sewers,  this  heavy  charge  will  be  relieved  as 
time  goes  on,  for  it  is  well-known  that  far  too  much  surface 
water  finds  its  way  into  the  sewage  sewers. 

NEWTON  SEWERS  AND  SEWAGE  OUTFALL. — A good  deal 
ol  nuisance  has  been  caused  at  the  old  outfall  of  the  Newton 
sewers,  and  with  a view  to  abating  this  nuisance,  the  outfall 
has  been  extended  to  the  Barrow-in-Furness  Boundary,  and 
wil!  be  further  extended  to  within  the  Barrow  area,  and  filter 
beds  constructed. 

ASK  AM  SEWERS. — A good  deal  of  trouble  has  been  caused  at 
Askam  on  account  of  the  damage  to  the  outfall  sewer  by  the 
high  tides,  and  I am  informed  by  your  Surveyor  that  it  will  be 
necessary,  in  order  that  such  damage  may  be  avoided  in  the 
future,  to  lay  the  outfall  in  a concrete  groyne. 
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Several  manholes  have  been  constructed  on  the  line  of 
sewer  in  various  parts  of  the  District. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. — There  are  nine  private  Slaughter  Houses 
in  the  district  and  these  are  kept  under  constant  supervision, 
and,  generally,  may  be  said  to  have  been  maintained  in  good 
order.  I have  frequently  said,  in  my  reports,  that  in  no  case 
can  the  position  of  the  Slaughter  Houses,  in  their  relation  to 
the  surrounding  dwellings,  be  considered  entirely  satisfactory. 

CONVERSION  OF  PRIVIES  INTO  W.C’s.— The  past  year  has 
been  one  of  almost  phenomenal  progress  in  the  work  of 
conversion  of  privies  into  W.C.s,  the  number  being  106 — 66  of 
which  are  the  result  of  issuing  notices  under  section  15  of  the 
Town  Planning  Act,  whilst  44  have  been  converted  by  letter 
to  the  Owner  or  informal  notice. 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS.— During  the  year  four  new  cowsheds 
have  been  constructed,  giving  an  ample  cubic  area  for  each 
animal  and,  in  every  way  fulfilling,  modern  requirements,  two 
cowsheds  have  been  so  altered  as  to  be  almost  entirely  new 
structures.  Various  minor  improvements  and  alterations  have 
been  effected  in  many  of  the  cowsheds,  nevertheless,  much 
still  requires  to  be  done  before  we  can  hope  that  the  milk 
supply  of  our  own  town  and  the  neighbourhood  will  be  pro- 
duced under  reasonably  cleanly  conditions,  as  much  more  will 
have  to  be  done  before  many  of  the  existing  cowsheds  can 
be  said  to  be  in  a moderately  satisfactory  condition. 

Much  time  and  thought  has  been  given  by  the  Health 
Committee  during  the  past  year,  to  the  framing  of  new  bye- 
laws, under  the  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  Orders,  and,  as  I write, 
an  amended  draft  of  bye-laws  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  for  their  approval. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. — There  is  only  one  offensive  trade  which  is 
carried  on  in  the  town  of  Dalton,  viz.,  that  of  a Tripe  Boiler. 
'Fhe  work  is  kept  under  careful  supervision,  but  there  has 
never  been  any  reason  to  complain,  either  of  the  cleanliness  of 
the  premises,  or  the  way  that  the  trade  process  is  conducted. 

MEAT  INSPECTION. — No  inconsiderable  amount  of  the  Inspector’s 
time  is  taken  up  with  the  work  of  meat  inspection  as  will  be 
gathered  from  his  report. 

BAKEHOUSES. — Fhe  Bakehouses  are  regularly  inspected.  No 
fault  could  be  found  with  their  general  condition. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT.— 'Fhe  many  Factories  and 
Workshops  are  systematically  inspected. 
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The  table  below, 

gives  the  natural 

increase 

of  the 

population  for  the  last  eleven  years,  by  the 

natural  increase  of 

population  is  meant,  the  increase 

of  births 

over  deaths. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Natural  Increase. 

1903 

377 

183 

192 

1904 

359 

161 

198 

1905 

334 

180 

I54 

1906 

308 

202 

106 

1907 

3H 

191 

116 

1908 

334 

l8o 

*54 

I9°9 

3°° 

l68 

132 

1910 

275 

153 

122 

1911 

283 

■85 

98 

1912 

322 

201 

121 

i9J3 

353 

I54 

I99 

3559 

1957 

159^ 

Below,  I give  a table  showing  the  estimated  popu 

lations 

for  the  years  1912  and 

1913,  also  the  enumerated  popu 

lations 

for  1 go  1 and  1011.  I 

cannot  bu 

t think  that  in  1912  mv  est- 

imate  of  the  population  must  ha 

we  been  considerably 

below 

the  mark,  as  I have  arrived  at  my 

figures  for  the  year  1913  by 

taking  the  estimated  number  of  < 

occupied  houses  and 

multi- 

plying  by  4*8,  the  average  number  of  persons  per  house  as 

shown  in  the  1911  Census  returns. 

1901. 

1911. 

1912 

1913. 

Dalton  and  Newton 

8921 

7289 

8040 

8920 

Lindal  and  Marton 

893 

782 

870 

940 

Askam  and  Ireleth 

3206 

2694 

3090 

344° 

Totals 

13020 

10765 

12000 

13300 

BIR  1 i IS. — I find  that  during  the  year  1913,  there  have  been  353 
births,  which  is  equal  to  a birth-rate  of  26-5  per  1000,  in  the 
previous  year  there  were  322  births,  the  birth-rate  then  being 
26.8  per  1000. 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  BIRTHS.— 


1913.  1912. 


Births. 

Birth-rate. 

Births. 

Birth-rate. 

223 

25.0 

205 

25'4 

17 

18*0 

3° 

35’6 

1 *3 

32-8 

. 67 

21*3 

353 

26-5 

322 

0 

GO 

Dalton  and  Newton 
Lindal  and  Marton 
Askam  and  Ireleth 
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1912. 

In  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  there 

were 

83 

7i 

„ second 

76 

74 

,,  third  ,,  ,, 

82 

104 

„ fourth 

1 12 

73 

Totals 

353 

322 

AND  FEMALE  BIRTHS.— There 

were  192 

Male 

Children 

born,  and  161  Females. 


DEATHS. — During  the  past  year,  I find  that  there  have  been  154 
deaths  recorded,  the  death-rate  being  equal  to  117  per  1000. 
In  1912  there  were  201  deaths,  equal  to  a death-rate  of  167 
per  1000. 


I he  deaths  have  been  distributed  as  follows  : — 

1913.  1912. 


Deaths. 

Death-rate.  Deaths.  Death-rate. 

Dalton  and  Newton 

I 12 

127 

1 

52 

18-8 

Lindal  and  Marton 

H 

14*8 

10 

n-4 

Askam  and  Ireleth 

28 

8-i 

39 

I2‘5 

154 

n'5 

201 

167 

The  deaths  occurred  in  the  four  quarters 

of  the 

year  as 

under  : — 

1st 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

Quarter. 

Quarter.  Quarter.  Quarter. 

Total. 

Dalton  and  Newton 

37 

28 

24 

23 

112 

Lindal  and  Marton 

1 

2 

2 

9 

H 

Askam  and  Ireleth 

7 

6 

IO 

5 

28 

Totals 

45 

36 

36 

37 

T54 

There  have  been  88  deaths  in  Males  and  66  deaths  in 
Females. 

There  has  been  a decrease  of  47  in  the  number  of  deaths 
recorded  as  compared  with  the  year  1912,  in  the  Dalton  and 
Newton  districts  there  has  been  a decrease  of  40,  in  Askam 
and  Ireleth  a decrease  of  n,  whereas  in  the  Lindal  and  Marton 
district  there  has  been  an  increase  of  4. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH.— 


1913  1912  1911  1910 

1909 

1908 

1907 

1906 

1905 

1904 

Measles  ... 

— 

— 

I 

9 

— 

— 

9 

— 

— 

3 

Diphtheria 

5 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

— 

9 

r4 

4 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

1 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

2 

4 

— 

— 

— 

10 

1 

3 

1 

Influenza 

6 

3 

2 

— 

2 

5 

5 

1 

4 

2 

Diarrhoea 

6 

4 

10 

8 

4 

12 

2 

18 

3 

5 

Enteritis 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Phthisis 

1 1 

18 

1 1 

1 1 

20 

1 1 

15 

15 

22 

16 

Erysipelas 

— 

1 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Tuberculosis 

— 

4 

3 

6 

8 

9 

4 

10 

6 

4 

'Typhoid  Fever  ... 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cancer 

17 

18 

10 

7 

12 

1 1 

6 

9 

8 

6 

Meningitis 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bronchitis 

i5 

W 

20 

15 

18 

22 

24 

16 

16 

21 

Pneumonia 

T4 

19 

16 

T3 

16 

10 

16 

15 

1 1 

i5 

Pleurisy 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Alcoholism 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

— 

— 

1 

3 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Heart  Disease  ... 

T4 

— 

— 

10 

9 

18 

1 1 

20 

1 1 

7 

Premature  Birth, &c.  7 

10 

6 

2 

8 

5 

8 

f~T 

1 

7 

5 

Child  Birth 

— - 

1 

4 

1 

— 

2 

1 

I 

1 

3 

Accidents 

3 

5 

3 

5 

0 

& 

6 

1 

I 

4 

1 

Venereal  Disease 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Suicide 

— • 

— 

3 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

— 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 1 

— 

— 

1 

Rheumatic  Fever 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

I 

— 

— 

Septic  Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— - 

— • 

— 

2 

— • 

Appendicitis 

2 

3 

Nephritis 

4 

6 

All  other  Diseases 

41 

85 

83 

56 

65 

62 

84 

72 

69 

63 

Totals 

1 54 

201 

185 

T53 

j 66 

180 

198 

202 

184 

I 6 T 

DISEASES  OF  THE  RESPIRATORY  ORGANS.— I find  that 
from  diseases  of  this  class,  excluding  Pulmonary  Consumption 
which  is  taken  separately,  there  have  been  31  deaths,  equal  to  a 
death-rate  of  20' 1 per  cent  of  the  deaths  from  all  causes,  and 
these  have  been  distributed  as  under  : — 


1913. 


1912. 


Percentage  to 


Dalton  and  Newton 
Lindal  and  Marton 
Askam  and  Ireleth 

Deaths. 

24 

4 

3 

Deaths  from 
all  causes. 

2 I 4 

28-5 

IO.7 

Deaths. 

31 

7 

31 

2 O ‘ I 

38 

Percentage  to 
Deaths  from 
all  causes. 
204 

1 7*3 

189 
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PHTHISIS. — From  Phthisis  alone,  there  have  been  11  deaths 
which  produces  a death-rate  of  yi  per  cent  of  the  deaths  from 
all  other  causes.  The  deaths  from  Phthisis  have  been  distribut- 


ed  as  follows 

1913. 

1912. 

Percentage  to 
Deaths  from 

Percentage  to 
Deaths  from 

Deaths 

all  causes. 

Deaths. 

all  causes. 

Dalton  and  Newton 

7 

6'2 

I 2 

7-8 

Lindal  and  Marton 

i 

7'i 

2 

20  '0 

Askam  and  Ireleth 

3 

107 

4 

1 0 * 2 

1 1 

7'i 

18 

89 

CANCER. — 'There  have  been  17  deaths  due  to  cancerous  diseases  of 
various  organs,  equal  to  a death-rate,  from  this  disease  alone,  of 
iro  per  cent  of  the  deaths  from  all  causes,  and  these  deaths 
have  had  the  following  distribution  : — 

Percentage  to  Deaths 
Deaths.  from  all  causes. 


Dalton  and  Newton  1 1 

Lindal  and  Marton  1 

Askam  and  Ireleth  5 


9-8 

7'1 

17-8 


!7 


iro 


INFANTILE  DEATHS. — The  Infantile  death-rate  means  the  annual 
number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  to  every 
one  thousand  births  during  the  same  year ; and  I find  that 
during  the  past  year  there  have  been  21  infantile  deaths,  equal 
to  a death-rate  of  59‘4  per  1000;  in  the  year  1912,  there  were 
32  infantile  deaths,  showing  a death-rate  of  99  3 per  1000 
births  : — 

1913.  1912. 

Infantile  Infantile  Infantile  Infantile 
Deaths.  Death-rate.  Deaths.  Death-rate. 

Dalton  and  Newton  16  717  19  92 -6 

Lindal  and  Marton  1 58  8 4 1 [ 33*3 

Askam  and  Ireleth  4 35 ‘4  9 io3’4 


21  59*4  32  99  3 


It  is  very  gratifying  to  see  such  a large  decrease  in  the 
Infantile  death-rate  which  has  prevailed  in  every  part  of  the 
district. 
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In  persons  over  65  years  of  age,  there  have  been  49  deaths, 
as  compared  with  69  in  the  year  1911. 

These  deaths  have  been  distributed  as  under  : — 


Dalton  and  Newton 
Lindal  and  Marton 
Askam  and  Ireleth 


T9X3 

35 

3 
1 1 


ZYMOTIC  DEATHS. — There  have  been  1 2 deaths  from  diseases  of  this 
type,  equal  to  a death-rate  of  *90  per  1000  ; in  the  year  1912,  there 
were  8 Zymotic  deaths,  and  the  death-rate  per  1000  then  was  ‘66. 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  DEATHS  FROM  ZYMOTIC  DISEASES.— 


Dalton  and  Lindal  and 

Askam  and 

Newton.  Marton. 

Ireleth.  Total.1 

Diphtheria 

4 — 

1 5 

Whooping  Cough 

1 — - 

— 1 

Diarrhoea 

5 1 

— 6 

Measles 

— — 

Typhoid  Fever 

— — 

— - — 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

— — 



10 

1 

1 

1 2 

Rate  per  icoo  1*12 

1 '06 

•29 

— 

,,  in  1912  *86 

11 

— 

'66 

NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  INCLUDING 
PHTHISIS.  — During  the  year  1913,  126  certificates  notifying 
cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  received,  and  these  reports  have 
come  from  the  different  parts  of  the  district,  as  per  table  below. 


Scarlet 

Fever. 

Typhoid  Diph-  Erysip- 
Fever.  theria.  elas.  Phthisis. 

Acute  Cerebro- 
Polio-  Spinal 
myelitis. Fever.  Totals. 

Dalton  and  Newton 

59 

4 

14  2 

5 

2 

2 

88 

Lindal  and  Marton 

3 

2 





5 

33 

Askam  and  Ireleth 

T5 

— 

3 2 

9 

4 

— 

Totals  for  1913 

77 

4 

1 7 6 

14 

6 

2 

T 26 

,,  ,,  1912 

64 

2 

2 10 

18 

— 

— 

96 

I give  herewith  a table  showing  the  number  of  case  of  infectious  disease  notified  since 
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TYPHOID  FEVER. — Four  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  have  been  notified 
during  the  year,  a slight  increase  when  compared  with  the 
previous  year. 

The  first  case  occurred  in  Back  Queen  Street,  Dalton,  in 
February,  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  premises  was  anything  but 
satisfactory,  the  house  is  of  the  type  called  “ back  to  back,”  and 
generally  speaking,  is  one  that  can  barely  be  said  to  be  fit  for 
habitation. 

The  second  case  arose  at  3 Skelgate,  Dalton,  in  the  month 
of  November,  the  sufferer  being  a child  aged  3 years,  this  case  was 
very  mild,  not  to  say  extremely  doubtful. 

The  third  and  fourth  cases  seem  to  have  been  closely 
associated,  one  arose  in  Cleator  Street,  Dalton,  the  sufferer  being 
a married  woman,  the  other  case  occurred  in  Buccleuch  Street, 
Dalton,  in  a girl  aged  12,  and  was  sister  to  the  woman  who  had 
the  disease  in  Cleator  Street,  it  appears  this  child  had  been  living 
with  her  sister,  but  was  taken  away  to  her  home  in  Buccleuch 
Street  as  soon  as  her  sister  was  taken  ill.  So  far  as  the  Cleator 
Street  house  is  concerned  I think  we  may  look  upon  it  with 
extreme  suspicion,  cases  of  Typhoid  have  arisen  in  the  immedi- 
ate neighbourhood  previously,  and  at  the  time  of  the  origin  of 
this  outbreak,  the  privy  was  being  converted  into  a W.C., 
and  the  whole  drainage  system  remodelled,  and  it  is  possible  that 
in  making  the  necessary  excavations  there  may  have  been  an 
escape  of  specific  emanations  capable  of  giving  rise  to  the  outbreak. 

SCARLET  FEVER. — Although  the  number  of  Scarlet  Fever  cases 
notified  was  in  excess  of  those  reported  in  the  year  1912,  it  was 
not  found  necessary  to  resort  to  school  closure  as  a means  of 
preventing  the  spread  of  infection. 

I am  again,  as  in  all  former  years,  greatly  indebted  to  my 
colleagues  for  their  valuable  co-operation  and  assistance. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 


March  8th , 1914. 


G.  H.  PATTERSON. 

L. R.C.P.  Lond.,  M.R.C.S.  Eng.,  D. P. H.  Lond. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1913  and  previous  Years. 
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Isolation  Hospital  or  Hospitals , Sanatoria , etc  : High  Carley,  Pennington. 


TABLE  III. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Year  1913. 


TABLE  IV. 

Infant  Mortality. 

Nelt  Deaths  front  stated  causes  at  various  Ages  under  i Year  of  Age. 
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Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  year 
ending  December  31st,  1913. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  of  the  sanitary 

condition  of  the  district  and  to  show  the  progress  made  in  this 

Department  during  the  year  1913. 

INSPECTIONS. — The  district  has  been  kept  under  close  supervision 
during  the  year  and  immediately  on  receiving  any  complaint  of 
nuisance,  the  premises  were  inspected  and  the  necessary  steps 
taken  to  abate  any  nuisance  found  to  exist. 

NUISANCES. — 135  notices  have  been  served  on  owners  and  occupiers 
to  abate  nuisances.  Very  little  difficulty  has  been  experienced 
in  getting  the  required  works  executed,  in  so  far  as  minor  nuisances 
are  concerned.  In  most  cases  the  responsible  persons  have  been 
interviewed  and  with  the  result  that  a much  happier  and  amicable 
understanding  has  been  arrived  at,  and  in  quite  a few  instances 
owners  have  desired  that  I should  see  the  contractors  and  point 
out  the  requirements  in  detail,  and  urge  on  the  work  as  speedily 
as  possible.  This  is  particularly  noticeable  in  the  conversion  of  the 
insanitary  privy,  there  being  no  fewer  than  44  abolished  by  this 
means  during  the  year. 

COMPLAINTS. — 53  complaints  have  been  inquired  into  during  the 
year.  The  premises  were  visited  and  the  nature  of  the  com- 
plaint inquired  into.  Many  were  found  to  be  due  to  blockages 
of  drains  and  W.C’s,  and  a few  arising  from  bad  smells  in  the 
house,  the  cause  being  the  escape  of  coal  gas. 

DRAIN  TESTING. — All  drains  in  connection  with  premises  where 
disease  was  notified,  have  been  tested,  and  also  all  new  drains  in 
course  of  construction. 

CONVERSION  OF  PRIVIES. — More  progress  has  been  made  in 
this  branch  of  sanitary  work  than  in  any  previous  year.  The 
total  number  of  privies  converted  to  W.C’s,  is  no,  66  of  which 
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are  the  result  of  issuing  notices  under  Sec.  15  of  the  Town 
Planning  Act,  while  44  have  been  converted  by  letter  or  inform- 
al notice.  Many  privies  are  still  existing,  but  if  the  work 
is  proceeded  with  at  the  same  pace  as  during  the  past  year,  it  will 
not  be  very  long  before  the  whole  of  the  insanitary  conditions 
are  removed. 


Less  difficulty  is  experienced  each  year  in  this  respect,  as 
owners  are  beginning  to  realise  the  importance  of  such  a sanitary 
improvement,  and  quite  a few  W.C’s  have  been  put  in  voluntarily. 


No. 

of  YV.C’s  in  district — fresh  water 

1824 

waste  water  closets 

68 

privies  with  fixed  receptacles 

669 

earth  closets  with  movable  receptacles 

20 

2581 

SCHEDULE  OF  NUISANCES  discovered  and  dealt  with  under  the 
Public  Health  Act  and  the  Council’s  Bye  Laws. 

Houses  found  in  a filthy  condition 

• • • 

5 

,,  Overcrowded 

. . . 

0 

,,  with  blocked  YV.C’s 

24 

„ „ „ drains 

... 

22 

,,  ,,  defective  drains 

... 

4 

W C’s 

n n ... 

• . . 

5 

,,  ,,  ,,  flushing  cisterns 

• . . 

9 

,,  ,,  ,,  spouting  and  ventilating  shafts 

3 
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Nuisances  arising  from  the  keeping  of  fowls 

. . . 

3 

Offensive  accumulations  requiring  removal 

. . . 

*5 

Animals  kept  so  as  to  be  a nuisance 

... 

1 1 

Carcases  requiring  removal 

5 

Nuisances  arising  from  the  escape  of  coal  gas 

. • • 

10 

Complaints  received  of  the  prevelance  of  rats  on 

premises 

7 

REFUSE  AND  NIGHTSOIL  REMOVAL.— The  collection  of  all 
refuse  and  nightsoil  is  undertaken  by  the  Council’s  Staff,  and  during 
the  year  has  worked  very  well,  and  as  a consequence  the  old  and 
frequent  complaints  about  full  ashpits  have  practically  ceased. 

It  is  very  desirable  that  householders  should  understand  that 
they  can  now  do  away  with  ashpits  altogether  by  substituting 
covered  sanitary  bins,  which  are  emptied  once  a week  by  the 
nightsoil  staff. 

This  system  does  away  with  the  insanitary  method  of 
wheeling  and  throwing  out  the  contents  of  ashpits  on  the  strects 
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and  yard  surfaces.  Much  less  noise  and  disturbance  is 
experienced  by  tenants. 

This  system  ought  to  be  more  generally  adopted  than  at 
present  is  the  case. 

The  work  of  cleansing  the  ashpits  might  be  considerably 
facilitated  if  tenants  would  be  more  careful  as  to  the  refuse 
deposited  therein.  The  greatest  difficulty  is  experienced  by 
the  men  in  having  to  extricate  old  iron,  mattrasses  and  other 
awkward  materials  before  the  other  refuse  can  be  taken  out. 
Many  of  the  dry  ashpits  are  foul  and  decomposing  owing  to  con- 
taining vegetable  garbage,  and  householders  would  greatly  benefit 
themselves  if  all  such  garbage  was  burned,  as  the  ashpits  would 
not  be  so  liable  to  become  foul. 

The  cleansing  for  the  year  is  as  follows  : — 


No.  of  privy  middens  emptied  ...  ...  2860 

Loads  of  refuse  removed  ...  ...  2265 

No.  of  dry  ashpits  emptied  ...  ...  54808 

Producing  No.  of  loads  of  Refuse  ...  ...  2642 

No.  of  Sanitary  Bins  cleansed  ...  ...  239ir 

Producing  No.  of  loads  of  Refuse  ...  ...  1040 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. — The  number  of  cases  of  Infectious 
Disease  which  have  been  investigated  and  reported  upon  during 
the  year  is  86.  Of  this  number  there  were  Typhoid  Fever  4 ; 
Diphtheria  10;  Scarlet  Fever  54;  Pulmonary  Phthisis  10; 
Poliomyelitis  8. 

The  greater  number  of  these  cases  were  removed  to  the 
Sanatorium. 

Investigation  of  all  cases  was  made  immediately  on  receipt 
of  notification,  and  many  additional  visits  made  to  the  homes  in 
cases  where  the  sufferers  were  not  removed. 

The  following  are  particulars  of  disinfection 

Houses  ..  5 

Rooms  ...  51 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. — There  are  9 private  Slaughter  Houses  in 
the  district  and  with  the  exception  of  1,  are  visited  two  and  three 
times  every  week. 

As  I pointed  out  in  previous  reports  the  work  of  inspecting 
the  meat  in  preparation  for  food  entails  a considerable  amount 
of  time.  The  slaughtering  is  done  very  irregularly,  and  con- 
sequently these  places  would  not  require  to  be  inspected  so 
frequently  only  for  this  branch  of  the  work. 

The  slaughter  houses  have  all  been  kept  in  a fairly  sanitary 
condition,  though  it  has  been  found  necessary  in  a few  instances 
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to  call  the  occupier’s  attention  to  the  limewashing  and  the  re- 
moval of  garbage  and  manure  accumulations. 

O o 

Orders  have  since  been  given  to  remove  all  manure  from 
the  Slaughter  House  premises  at  least  once  in  every  week. 

MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION. — The  following  are  particulars 
of  Meat  and  Foods  found  diseased,  unsound,  and  unfit  for  food. 

Meat  ...  2940  lbs. 

Offal  ...  1120  „ 

Fish,  Fruit  and  Vegetables  246  ,, 

COWSHEDS. — There  are  58  Cowkeepers  and  Dairymen  on  the  Regis- 
ter and  241  inspections  have  been  made.  During  the  year  5 
new  cowsheds  have  been  erected — at  Greenhaume,  Moorside 
and  Back  Sharp  Street,  and  two  sheds  at  Maidenlands  re-con- 
structed— and  various  improvements  of  a minor  type  such  as  the 
provision  of  additional  light  and  ventilation  have  been  effected  in 
a few  other  sheds.  There  are  still  cowsheds  in  the  district 
which  are  far  from  being  satisfactory,  but  there  is  some  hope 
that  the  worst  of  them  may  be  put  right  during  the  present  year. 

In  fact  in  recent  interviews  with  the  Owners,  they  promise  to  have 
the  sheds  reconstructed  to  meet  our  requirements  as  soon  as  the 
cattle  are  put  out  to  graze. 

The  new  cowsheds  have  been  a great  incentive  to  tenants 
in  securing  greater  cleanliness. 

In  15  instances  notices  have  been  given  to  limewasb,  and 
in  one  case  to  cleanse  the  channels  more  frequently.  Systematic 
grooming  of  the  cattle  is  now  practiced  to  a greater  extent  than 
hitherto. 

FAC  TORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS  AC  T,  1901. — There  are  at  present 
64  Factories  and  Workshops  on  the  Register.  A few  have  been 
added  during  the  year  and  two  have  been  discontinued. 

101  visits  of  inspection  have  been  made,  and  in  13  instances 
notice  has  been  given  to  iimewash. 

Two  intimations  have  been  received  from  H.M.  Inspector 
notifying  nuisances  remediable  under  P.H.  Act  arising  from  in- 
sufficient cleansing,  and  drain  opening  in  bakehouses. 

There  are  4 outworkers,  3 in  Dalton  and  1 in  Askam.  All 
lists  have  been  received  and  the  premises  inspected  and  found  to 
be  kept  in  a reasonably  sanitary  condition. 

No  infectious  disease  has  occurred  at  outworkers’  premises. 

OFFENSIVE  IRADES. — There  is  only  one  offensive  trade  in  the 

District — that  ot  Tripe  boiling.  The  premises  have  been  i 
frequently  inspected  and  found  to  be  kept  clean  and  in  good 
condition. 
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HOUSING,  TOWN  PLANNING,  ETC.  ACT,  1909.— 
Schedule  of  defects  discovered  under  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District  Regulations)  etc.,  1913. 

No.  of  Inspections  made 

Casement  windows  (insufficient  ventilation) 
defective  windows,  frames,  cords,  glazing,  etc, 
defective  floors 

dangerous  stairs  (absence  of  handrails) 
defective  fireplaces 
damp  walls 

defective  plaster  and  cement  work 
defective  chimney  stacks 
insufficient  slopsinks 
defective  wastepipes 
defective  roofs 
gutters  and  spouting 
defective  W.C’s  ... 

drains  ... 

flushing  apparatus  ... 
yard  and  outhouse  surfaces 
houses  without  secondary  means  of  access 
defective  doors  and  frames 

Schedule  of  works  executed  under  Section  15  of  the  Housing 
(Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1913  : — 

No.  of  Privies  converted  to  W.C’s  ...  ...  55 

Ashpits  abolished  ...  ...  53 

Closets  repaired  ...  ...  ...  16 

Windows  repaired  ...  ...  53 

New  Wash-houses  provided  ...  ...  2 

Walls  rebuilt  and  repaired  ...  ...  n 

Yards  relaid  and  repaired  ...  ...  30 

Floors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  33 

Roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  7 

Handrails  provided  ...  ...  33 

New  Doors  ...  ...  ...  26 

Closets  rebuilt  ...  ...  ...  x 9 

Waste  pipes  repaired  and  renewed  ...  7 

Gutters  repaired  ...  ...  ...  15 

Casement  windows  removed  ...  ...  72 

Flushing  apparatus  repaired  ...  ...  4 

Slop-sinks  provided  ...  ...  3 

Fireplaces  reset  and  repaired  ...  ...  7 

Washing  boilers  repaired  ...  ...  3 

W.C’s  repaired  ...  ...  ...  1 

Drains  relaid  ...  ...  ...  5 

Dry  areas  constructed  ...  ...  2 

Spouting  repaired  ...  ...  16 

Gullies  removed  to  outside  ...  ...  1 

Plaster  repaired  ...  ...  ...  17 
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Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations.  Schedule  of 
premises  upon  which  notices  have  been  served  under  Section  15, 
the  works  of  which  were  not  executed  by  Dec.  31st,  1913  : — 

Gibraltar,  Nos.  1 to  16. 

Fell  Croft,  Nos.  3,  5,  7,  9,  11,  13,  15,  43,  45,  47,  51,  53,  55,  59, 

61,  63. 

Market  Street,  Nos.  121  to  131. 

Napier  Street,  Nos.  16,  18,  15,  17,  19. 

Crooklands,  Nos.  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7. 

Crooklands  Terrace,  Nos.  t,  2,  3,  4,  5. 

Steel  Street,  Askam,  Nos.  36  to  62,  104,  106,  91,  93,  95. 

Back  Crooklands.  Nos.  6,  7. 

Melton  Terrace,  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5. 

Marton,  Nos.  30,  31,  33,  36,  37. 

Broughton  Road,  Nos.  10,  12,  14,  17,  19. 

Duddon  Road,  Askam,  No.  1 14. 

Ulverston  Road,  Nos,  86,  io. 

Goose  Green,  Nos.  1,  2. 

Chapel  Street,  Nos.  too,  102. 

Court  (2),  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6. 

Butts  Beck,  No.  7. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  E.  CAINE, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


